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7^ Pjw*/} 0/iri /u Fraace of making Sea* fait % the Sun. An 
Anfmr to fome Inquiries about the late Eruption of Mount 
Mtm. An Account of two ooks : I. &IS C oU R$ de M. 
$ TEN ON fur V ANAToMIE duCE RVE AU 
I I. The former AccemptofDr Witties ANSWER toHT- 
X) KG LOG I A C HTMlC A enlarged : Where the Sana- 
tive verm of the Scarborough Spaw is averted from long ex- 
perience - 7 and on that occafion the Healing performances of many 
other Waters both in England and el] where 5 difcourfed of % 
together with their particular Cures > Ingredients , Mixtures , 
and the Wajes of Analyfing themi as aljo the Necesfityofufwg 
them or mo f of them at the Spring- head >&c. 
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An Extract of a Letter 

Containing the whole Procefs , ufed in Vnnce for making Sea- Sale 
by the Sun -, communicated to the Pttblifber in French^ an In- 
genious Dr of Phyfick of that Nation , refiding near the chief 
flace^ where 'tis praftifed; andEnglijbed as follows: 

Sir, 

ICanatprefentacqoitmyfclf bat of one of the Commifli- 
ons, yoa gave me when I took ray leave of yoa, referring 

the other to more leifare. And I herewith fend 
* set tbt Figure. voa t he Plan * of our Salt-making Marifhes, 
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together with the Way of making our Salt. If there be any 
thing y I have forgot , or related obfcurely , give yeurfelf on- 
ly the trouble of advertizing me of it. and in my next I will 
add or deer ic. 

AAA, is the Sea. 

1 1, the Entry , by which the Sea-water paffes into B B, 

B B # the firft Receptacle 5 in which the Water is kept 2o # 
inches deep. 

CCG, thefecond Receptacle, where the Water maketh 
three turnings , as you fee, and is io # inches deep, 

as, the Opening, by which the firft and fecond Receptacle 
have communication one with another. 

£ E F 4 the third Receptacle , which is properly called the 

Mariflb. 
dddddd, is a Channel very narrow, through which the 
Water muft pafle before it enters out of the fecond Recep- 
tacle into the third. 
33. is the Opening , by which the Water runs out of the fe- 
cond into the third Receptacle. 
The pricks, you fee in the Water throughout the whole 
Scheme , doe mark the courfe and turnings , which the 
Water is forced to make before it comes to hhhhh, 
which are the places where the Salt is made, 
hhhhh, aretheBedsoftheMaiifh, where the Salt is made 5 
and in them the Water muft not be above an inch and 
an half deep* Each of thefe Beds is 1 5 foot long and 14 
foot large. 
.99999, are the little Channels between the Beds, 
88888. are the Apertures, by which the Beds receive the 

Sea- water after many windings and turnings. 
When it raines , the openings %z > 33. are ftopp'd, to hin- 
der the Water from running into the Marifli mark't E E F, 
Unlefs it rain much, the ram- water doth little hurt to the Ma- 
rifli; and although it rain a day or a night, we doe not let the 
water which is in the Mariih run out , the heat of the Sun fuf- 
ficiently exhaling fach Rain-water, if, for example it be not 
above an inch high. Only, it it have rain d very plentifully that 

day > no Salt is drawn for the 3. 014. next- following days. But 

if 
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if it rain 5. or 6. days, the people are then neceffitated to emp- 
ty all the Water of the Beds by a peculiar Channel > Conveigh- 
ling it into the Sea ; which Channel cannot be opened , but 
when 'tis Low water. But 'tis very feldome , that it rains fo 
longastoconftrainementocmpty thofe Beds. 

f r is obvious, that the hotteft years make the moft Salt; where 
yet it is to be noted , that befides the heat of the Sun , the 
Windscontributemuchto it, in regard that lefs Salt is made 
in Calme, than in Windy weather. The Weft -and North- 
weft Winds are the beft for this purpofe. 

Our Country- people draw the Salt every other day, and they 
draw out of thofe Beds, mark't bbh, every time more than 
an hundred pound weight of Salt. 

In the hotteft part of the Summer there is Salt made even da- 
ting Nighr. 

Thelnfttumentsufed to draw the Salt, have many fmali 
holes , to let the Water pifs, and to retain nothing but the 
Salt. 

According to the Quality of the Earth or Ground of the Mi- 
riflb, the Salt is made more or lefs White. The Reddifh earth 
'maketh the Salt more Gray * the Blewifh , more White : Be- 
fides , if you let run in a little more water than you ought, the 
Salt becoms thence more White 5 but then it yields not fo 
much. Generally all the Marifhes require a fat Earth , neither 
Spungy nor Sandy. 

And as to the Whitenefs of Salt in particular, there are 
3. things to be confidered : Firft y that the Earth of the Marifh 
be proper. Secondly , that the Salt be made with good ftore of 
water. Thirdly , That the Salt-man , who draws it, be dex- 
trous, la this Ifle of Rhe there are, that draw very dark Silt, 
and others y that draw it as white as Snow 5 and fo it is in Xaix- 
tonge. Chiefly care is to be taken, that the Earth at the bot- 
come of the Beds nrngle not with the Salt. The Salt, we ufe at 
oar Tables, is perfe&ly white * which is thence, ttat4. or ?* 
hours before the Salt is to be drawn , we draw the Creme , or 
that Salt which isformMon the top of the water. The grains 
ofitarefmaller, than of the other. Generally the SakofxisV/- 
un^t is fomtwhat whiter, than ours. I do not well Jkno;v rhe 
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bignefs of che Sea-Salt made by Fire ; bat ours is of the fae Of a 
Pepper-grain, and of a Cubical fhape. 

The Marifhes are preferv'd from one year to another by over- 
flowing them, fo that the water be near a foot high above the 
Marifhes. 

There are Marifhes , that are not feparated from the Sea but 
by a ditch of ao, or 30,, foot large :. others are farther diftiiK,re- 
ceiving the Water by Channels, that are made according to 
the Situation of the Marines. To preferve this Ditch, it is 
ftrengthened with ftones from the foot to the top x as we ufe to 
pave ftreets. 

The Timber of the Marifhes , if it be of good Oak , keeps 
near thirty years $ bat there is- ufed bat little Wood , all the 
Bitches and Apertures being done with ftones. 

An Anfotr 
To feme Inquiries concerning the Eruptions of Mount JStna , An. 
1 669 . Communicated by feme I»qm(itivt Englifb Merchant^ 
novo reading in Sicily. 

Touching the Forerunners of this Fire , there was, for the 
fpaceof 18. days , before it broke out, a very thick 
dark sky in thofe parts, with Thunder and lightning and fre- 
quent Concuffions of che E irth , which the people make terri- 
ble reports of , though I never fiw nor heard of any Buildings 
caft down thereby , fave a fmal rown or village , call'd Nicokf^ 
about halfe a mile dift ant from the New Mouth , and fome fuch 
other-flight Buildings among thofe Towns, that were after 
over- run by the Fire. Bcftdes, it was obferv'd ch tt t Old top 
or Mouth of ty£tnadid , for 2. or 3. months before, nge more 
thanufual; the like of which did Vokan and Strombilo ', two 
Burning Iflands to the Weft-ward. And the top of ^.tna muft 
about the fame time have fank down into its old For ago • >r hole, 
in that 'tis agreed by all, that had feen this mountain before, 
that it was very much lower'd. Other Forerunners of this Fire 
J have not heard nor metwirh. 

It firft broke out on the Eleventh of March 669, abour two 
fours before night-, and that on the SM.h-Eaft-frde or skirt of 

the 
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